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President s Message

Our biggest achievementsin 2009 were the steady increasein the
numberof studentswe are servingandan improvementin the quality of
the educationthey are receiving Thisyearwe added39 impoverished
students from Linda Compoundin grades7-9 and we made modest
increasesn the numbersof studentsfrom other compoundspothinthe
governmentbasic schoolsas well as in the informal community & LINJ
a OK 2 By thetend of the year we were servingover 1500 students
Three of our students are on track to graduate from the Natural
ResourcePevelopmentCollege Theycontinueto return to the shanty
compoundswhere they grew up to mentor younger children and to
inspirethem with hopefor abetter future.

A signalaccomplishmenthis yearwasthe initiation of a tutoring programfor studentsaboutto take the
7t and 9" gradeexams Asyou will read further on in the AnnualReport,our studentsare passinghese
examsat higherratesthan their peersin other parts of Zambia Thismeansthat more and more of our
studentsare enteringsecondaryeveleducationand are better prepared

Oneof the most satisfyingexperienced haveeverhad hasbeento participatein the awardceremonies
we have held for the children passingthe exams Eachchild is awarded a personal certificate, an
enlargedpicture showingthe awardand a book written by Zambianexperteducator, Wilfred Chllangwa
on how to avoidsexualdiseasesind AIDS ThelookontheseO K A f Raddsigcel@ss! Formost,this
is the first time they have ever received such validation You can see in their eyesthat they are
determined to go forward. Younggirls declare they want to become journalists, or accountantsor
lawyers Thisis how Zambiawill recoverfrom the impactof AIDS- throughthe educationof its children

A secondmajor accomplishmentn 2009wasa programthat wasdesignedio improvethe quality of the
educationin our pre-schools Recognizinghat the volunteerteachersin our community schoolswere
critical to the succesf our students,yet many had no training in teachingwhatsoever,and somehad
not even completed high school, CWBwas able to securea grant to establisha programto provide
teachertraining through the ZambiaPre-schoolAssociation Now theseteachersteachin the morning
and go to schoolthemselvesin the afternoon Severalhave successfullycompleted a certificate in
educationand 2 are enrolled at the next level for a diploma Theseteachersare ecstaticabout the
opportunity! | have personallyinterviewed all of them. They are learning practical information on
hygieneand first aid, theoretical information on individual differencesin learningand measurementof
achievementand pragmaticskillsin lessonplanning Theyare uniformly gratefulfor theseopportunities
It isa highpriority for me to continueand expandtheseprograms

Letme concludewith the story of NinaSakalaand RuthLitchfield Ruthisamasterreadingteacherin the
Lexington,Massachusettschoolswith decadesof experience Whenthey first met, Ninawas teaching
outdoors under a tree. But, Ruth recognizedthe sparkin Ninathat makesa goodteacher Ruth has
mentored Ninaover 3 summers,and now Ninahascompletedformal teachertraining. Shenow hasher
own school building, and the walls are brightly decoratedwith learning materials Nina now has a
capableassistant Elizabeth A perimeterwall is currently under constructionto provide a safeplacefor
children to play outside Recently,the schoolacquired electricity through the generosityof Pilgrim
Church Justthis pastsummerNinawasfirst introducedto computersby the Pilgrimteam. Sheis very
excited and learning quickly When the CWB shipment of 24 computers loaded with educational
software arrived in LusakaNina was certainly one of the teachersto get one of them! The quality of
educationavailableto thesekidshasimprovedimmenselyoverthesethree yearsandwill get evenbetter
throughthe combinedefforts of our Zambiarand Americanpartner communities

Richard\N. Bail, MD, MPH
Presidentand Founder,
CommunitiesVithout Borders



=" Spotiight on: Fumbelo

2009 marked the second year that members of the
Wellesley Village Congregational Church, who have p
formed the gr BunpeloGiFrh &wne sbed
involved with Fumbelo and the first complete year of
being official CWB partners.

Education:

Ariends of Fumbelo provided tuition and school supplies
for 63 children to attend the government primary school
and 4 children to continue on to secondary school. This was made possible through the Outreach
grant from the Village Church and other fundraising.

AAfter visiting the secondary school in the summer of 2009, Friends have agreed to provide a bicycle
for each of the four students who passed the secondary school entrance exam as a means of t
transportation and as an incentive to continue their education.

Health & Nutrition:

Friends worked with and funded Dr. Selestine Nzala from the
University Teaching Hospital in Lusaka to provide medical
attention to the children of Fumbelo. With the help of 13
medical students, Dr. Nzala conducted a community diagnosis
as well as facilitated Zambian agencies visiting the village to
de-worm and vaccinate children against preventable diseases.
At the cost of $300/month, Friends reinstated the lunch
program at the village school to provide nshima as the only
meal of the day for many children.

In Wellesley:

The Village Church made huge efforts to fund raise in 2009.
One of the most successful being a benefit concert and silent
auction, which 250 people attended and raised over $12,000.

Friends of Fumbeloal so partici pated in the churchdés alter
Christmas sale and sold donuts in coffee hour every week. Both

of the endeavors helped to involve the larger congregation in

the efforts in Fumbelo.

Looking to the future:

In 2010, Friends of Fumbelo plan to visit the village to continue to strengthen their partnership.
Emphasis is being put into assessing the quality of the drinking water, establishing microfinance
opportunities for the men and women of Fumbelo and improving the experience for the children at the
village school.



